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Meeting on March 5, 1996 | | March 4, 1998
To : _ From J ;
Ms. Gisella Weisshaus Daniel R. AlonsoI)fﬁ'
(£) 716-387-6370 Asaidtqntiv.s. Attorney
i N 1 |

: |
; P

I have tried to|reach you sevdral k:ims thisg afternoon and
evening by telephone, but{have been unstcaa‘sfaful. Our meeting .
tomorrow morning is stilljon, but I need to love it back by one half-
hour. Pleabe meet me at One Pierrepont 'Plaza, 16th Floor, at 10:00
&.n. tomorrbw morning. |

: |
If'm sorry for any inconveniende Ithis may have caused.
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Iawyer v Gﬂ_enta Onaof the first lamuff «class ainst
e Swiss banks, says shef has plans to : “ iﬂgzﬁll: acﬁon sué:s .
Wel :z:rﬁnﬁe

us, wrote twol 383 to: tates dlscnl:t
‘who ml[wesidefm the. mmer, Complanu.r'.g

D X -
e -

J:hat Mr Fagan dad notconsult her-on issues’ im:ludmg t.he decision to allow
g‘psy Zroups-to join:the class action suit; md‘#hwh&*ppnmtted the other
rormeysinvolved in thedispute “to take charg
“ﬁ“ﬁiﬁi@*‘*&*‘“ﬁ&;"m b bl e weors. o aim wying,
2 man , ous-wrote, “I am

‘.é::”m»‘ .

S © !

Mz. Fagan di', no@remm phone calls’se,ekm: commem, but a lawyer

an ment talksk 2 Wash liyn W
ﬂ@&ni!eﬁm 1’-‘,: N, Saying, "Ihaue«ne idea what [Mrs. Wi *’fm?ssga::s] :E
C ingabaut, % be gemng“bﬁ’mf represeitation in this macter
fromallof.isusagroup"

“Mr. Weiss said he found Mrs. Wensshaus‘ allegation “sort.of swprising.”
. Shie:and Mr, Fgan ;oftan apgear:: =g} press gonferences, and I
alwaysthought;
she's just frusorated. She'shouldreaily-be mfmswated with the other
side,” the'Swiss banks, he said. *

Thesettlement nego egotiations; bamgﬂw:ussné wnder the aegis is of the Arver-

énti-have not progressed since- th& banks’ public

3 offer” of 36 rn.dho‘n, which Jowish organiza-
On July 1, n group of state

announcement of -a
_ tional leaders have rejected as *

* and local finance officerswho make up me execum'e onitoringcommit-- - -
* tee” on the issue of Holocaust-era assets belng held in Swiss financial inst-

tudons will hear testimony from the negotiating partics. Wheén asked
whether sanetions against the banks weré lfleely, a-spokesman for the New
York City comptoller and the head of the canm‘jttee. Mm Hevaesi, sald Mr.

Hevesi “wasn’t ﬁ&myﬂmg ‘out.”-

e Senate-Banking’ Comunittee and an advocate for
Holocaust restitusion,Senator 'Amato, said in a stazement that his com-
‘mitree. will. meﬁanﬁnef thie:- 1946 V n.Accords, the agreement in
_whichthe §wiss turmied over §58 million in gold totheAllies, “According to

{s estimited that the Swiss aceepted at least $289
f:ﬂﬂ'ﬁr:ﬁegfﬂ booh?;?? the Germans,” said a statement from Mr.

lhm Eh
D "Thetggﬂgf:;iﬁlun settlgmw. offei' ﬁwhmmsmh‘de comes nuwhgra

The chamnan of

near rectifying the wrong done » M, D'mnato saldm a s;a.emen:
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& Avo gfthem were Quite dose;” M. Weiss said, “T think
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Saturday June 27 7:29 AM EDT

Swiss Bank Plaintiff Accuses Lawyer

‘VERENA DOBNIK Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) - The lead plaintiff in a lawsuit filed by 31,000 Holocaust victims against Swiss banks to recover wartime
assets has accused her attorney of lying and keeping his clients “in the dark.”

“ GizellaIWeisshaus, a 67-year-old survivor of Auschwitz, accuses attorney Ed Fagan of lying and acting unethically,
according to court documents obtained Friday by The Associated Press. ’

“I suspect she believes there's some deal between the World Jewish Congress and me over who gets the money - and
nothing could be further from the truth," Fagan responded.

Mrs. Weisshaus has written to the federal judge in the case, asking him to medjate the dispute.

While three Swiss banks are trying to negotiate a settlement with Jewish groups, Mrs. Weisshaus said she was “trying
very, very hard to retain anothex attorney but to date, I have been unsuccessful,” according to a June 3 letter she wrote to
Judge Bdward-Kormusiriti Brooklyn.

That letter and one dated April 26 were both filed at the federal courthouse and faxed to the AP by a source close to the
Swiss banks who requested anonymity.

The Romanian-born Mrs. Weisshaus says she and other plaintiffs are facing “"a dilemma™ to which they “have
unethically been subjected to by Mr. Fagan."

She said the attorney promised that the federal suit seeking class action, filed in October 1996, would be limited to private
claimants. Heé later added what she calls questionable claims like those by various Jewish organizations and Gypsies whose
wartime personal assets were looted. - - :

Meanwhile, she wrote, “nothing is happening on our behalf.” Calls to her New York City home seeking comment were
not answered Friday. :

Fagan said he believes Mrs. Weisshaus is worried that Jewish groups trying to recover the dormant Swiss assets -
including the World Jewish Congress - “may end up with the money. I have assured her that I'm going to do everything ]
can to ensure that survivors get their money."

Switzerland's three biggest banks - Credit Suisse, Swiss Bank Corp. and Union Bank of Switzerland - have offered $600
million to settle lawsuits claiming the banks had failed to return assets from the victims' wartime accounts.

That sum was rejected by claimants and talks in Washington, mediated by Undersecretary of State Stuart Eizenstat, are
- continuing. : .

Mrs. Weisshaus saad in her June letter that ““the Holocaust survivors are outraged to be left in the dark” and that the
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attorney “'is lying to us."

Fagan said his ¢lient's concerns also may stem from “the fact that because of the negotiations and a confidentiality
agreement, there are things we cannot disclose to the plaintiffs.”

However, “it is their interest we are looking to protect,” said Fagan, whose fee from the case is to be determined after a
settlement is reached.

Margaret Zentner, 76, a German-born Holocaust survivor whose relatives had a Swiss account, said she disagrees with her

co-plaintiff about Fagan.
“He is very, very ethical,” she said. I have never, ever caught him in a lie. None of us would agree with that.”

Fri Iun 26 | Thu Jun 25 | Wed Jun 24 | Tue lun 23 F Mon Tun 22 | Sun Tun 21 | Sat Jun 20

; Ouestions.or Comuents
Copyright © 1998 The-Assocated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained in the AP News report may not be publiched, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed without the prior written authority of The Assodiated Press.
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GIZELLA WEISSHAUS
203 Wilson Street
Brooklyn, New York 11211
Tel. 718-387-0026

Fax 718-387-6370

July 13, 1998

Hon. Janet Reno

Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW - Suite 4400
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

RE: JUDGE RICHARD D. HUTTNER
' JUDGE/REFEREE JEROME M. BECKER

Dear Hon Reno

| am a Holocaust survivor and the {gg_t_ class-claimant against the Swiss Banks
(Associated Press - 6/27/98 - attached)

| searched the Kings County Supreme Court County Clerk’s file, found Albina Goldbetter
who is also involved in fraudulent activity by above captioned and so advised her

an November 7, 1997 attaching letter from Jerome M. Becker dated December 19, 1994.
(copies attached, respectively)

| had a meetmg with Daniel R. Alonso, Assistant U.S. Attomey on March 5, 1998 (copy
attached) at which time | discussed with Mr. Alonso the matter of above captioned. |
informed Mr. Alonso that | did not have an attorney of record and asked for assistance
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office. Mr. Alonso was aware of my fraudulent case and
suggested | retain an “honest” attorney to continue fighting in Supreme Court and in
the future, Mr. Alonso would assist me. Aithough feverishly trying to find an “honest”
attorney whom | could afford to pay, | have been unsuccessful.

Albina Goldbetter forwarded a letter to Judge Richard D. Huttner dated June 16, 1998
and copied your Honor. (copy attached)

Ms. Goldbetter forwarded an additional letter to Judge Huttner dated June 21 1998.
and copied your Honor. (copy attached)

continued......
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Hon. Janet Reno -2-

| also forwarded a letter to Judge Huttner dated July 6, 1998 “FOR THE RECORD”.

(copy attached - with attachments)

| respectfully demand Justice which | have been denied for more than 50 years. In the
pursuit of said Justice, | have shamefully deprived my 81 year old husband (also a
Holocaust survivor and in failing health), my six (6) children and 28 grandchildren of my

time and attention. | am 68 years old and in failing health.

May | please hear from you.

Thank you.

certified mail

odpy: Daﬁiel R. Alongo
Judge Richard D. Huﬂner

Jerome M. Becker, Esq.
Davidoff & Malito

2d Wdv@:1@ 8692 1@ ‘unf

Very truly yours,

f(’luf/ev A Qu)

GIZELLA WEISSHAUS
7-595-311-708
Z-595-311-711

2-505-311-713

Z-595-311-715
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U.S. Department of Justice

* Executive Office for United States Attorneys

Legal Counsel Suite 2200, Bicentennial Building (202) 5144024
600 E Street, N.W, FAX (202) 514-1104
Washington, DC 20530

Ms. Gizella Weisshaus
203 Wilson Street
Brooklyn, New York 11211

" Dear Ms. Weisshiug:

Your letter dated July 13, 1998, to Attorney General
Janet Reno alleging misconduct by several New York state judges
was referred to me for response.

The Department of Justice (DOJ). can assume jurisdiction only
when there has been a violation of the federal statutes. Because
your letter refers to a state case, neither the Attorney General
nor the DOJ, an agency of the Executive Branch of the federal
government and the federal agency dealing most closely with the
criminal justice system, has jurisdiction over state cases
progecuted by state and local authorities. If you have reason to
believe there has been a violation of the federal statutes, you
should contact the local office of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), the investigative arm of the DOJ. The
telephone number is usually located in the inside front cover of
your telephone directory. If the matter is within the
investigatory jurisdiction of a federal agency other than the
- POJ; the FBI will refer your correspondence to the proper agency. -

Additionally, the DOJ does not have the authority to review
a court’s decision. If you believe the decision is
inappropriate, it may be challenged through the court’s
established procedures. You may wish to seek the advice of
private counsel regarding these procedures. ¢
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I hope this information is helpful to you.
Sincerely,

Ve

Marcia W. “Johnson
Legal Counsel

U.S. Department of Justice
BOUSA/Lagal Counsel
Bicentennial Building
600 E Street, NW, Room 2200

Wensdiingrem, 2.0, 203300

COthsial Buginess

Ms. Gizella Weisshaus
203 Wilson Street
Brooklyn, New York 11211

11211 =-72046 ‘1'5 {!I!“Ill”li’!!51!Hill”}ll;]li]l}”lltl”llﬂi!!i!“““%!l
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Dutch Scotland: Camp Zeist, in the Netherlands, where - |
the Pan Am 103 trial is to bg held—under Scottish law.

- Flight 103
e highlights

availability of foreign witnesses
and the quality of ztill-secret,
10-year-old evidence.

While U.S: prosecutors are
regtricted by an accused's con-
stitntional from arrest on-

wards, experts say Scottish

o B1 prosemr;hawnornal check
{beyond e fow generally pro for-

- ma hearings' before & magis-

trate) on thelr power to charge
somaone with = c¢rime until

= Scots" law

“The Weekly” Newspaper Jor the Legal Profession

Milberg

il the firr's testimony,

hatfway through a trial whan, as
% . in the U.S., the defense may
slecom . Bombing prosecutors seek dismissal an grounds that
p 4 ; [3BE 'LOCKERBIE" PAGE A5)
aacy in more powerful than
1
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. PA : ., Fis- award : it, Mr. Brown
{*M1LRERG" F a:::iuest Mr e (enseverdieh o o rincoin svit. The Mayer BIOWE S e
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Weiss’

$50M mistake

| The inside story of

why jurors didn't buy

By KAREN Donovan

. NATIOMAL EAW JWI.'M:. STAPP REFORTEE
IN MARCH 1590, William S. Le-
rach signed a complaing that
named 100 defendants poten-
tially Xinhle to Investors who lost

A

Ine., & Chicago-based economic
consulting firm that awthored
reports for Lincoln.

But the complaint went a
stop further. naming Danlel K.
Fischel, a Lexecon principal, as
a defendant in the sult—a deci-
gion that twrned out to be a $50
million mistake for Mr. Lerach’s
firm, New York's Milberg Weisa
Bershad Hynes & Lerach LLE

I

DN

“The higgest single¢ factor for
us was that they went after Fis-
chel personally.” says Vincent
M. Qary, who served ag fore-

g

SYStem.
next day, Milberg Weiss agree
to pay $50 million to seutle the
case, rather than allow the jury
to consider punitive damages.

“gafer than comparable thrifta ™
[sER "MILBERG" PAGE ALOD)

% Prep‘&'f

our mind.sd." S:vz
introduced 0
ation of the |

.t

berg

1ended after he

& 5100 million ¥e¥
action

Weiss pasty

Mr.

1 ~wneh anid thal
) I

. ry. The t
sEumeniation 3«':
awsuit agant
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e nd “money” sogetr
-in the same sentence and you've
created a volatile mix, leaving you in
?i &nlfndmy betwean morality and prac-
Soxtwasm surprise last weels at a
news conference publicizing the $1.25
billion Swiss banka case that :he fol-
low-upq uestions focused
- issue: how much will the lawyers be.”
paid for their gervices?

. The criticism over this jssue is eaay
enough for anyone to.argue. When deal-

ing with compeasation for Holocaust

survivors — whether it

insurance companies, slave labor or

property — can tale' maomn-

ey that should go to the vietims?
Furthermore, aven if one concedes

. that lawyers werking on&?emede-

-

-

-

' yershndemmthe

__ causthe&jnthe

sur\uvﬁrrgrn
Mmm&mm
ofJew:shHalomustSurvivorsmsnd
a resolution protesting efforts by
lawyersfortheamountmfnnsthey
"“While we fally support and
i € we Iully su an -
with the prineiple of Pp mﬁagn:e.

. whm,mﬁmﬁ
thevery assota stolen from us un-

der circumstances which have po his-
torical preuedem.,"amdmemnluhm

went Wniwmw&g

oftheHo—
lacaust so that at the end of our lives
the wholegale destruction of the Jaws
will be remambered more in terms of

dallars and cents and the ‘glitter of
rathérthan tIhe murder of six mi,
 children?

3’ bep‘nt m'pthe

pexspactis k

otirs,preformed’onapro-Ha '
Irwin Levin, one of the 10 aﬂanmegpu

on tha executive committee in the Swiss

casa who co-chaired last weele's news -
that

almuldnotberememberedmmmd
money. On the othier hand, he argues,
amdmhy!{exuaremsgmdedmthnt

lh]ur m‘]i.!.mhetweanmnra! 1Saues

monetary ones. .

eg:igtmmt,lthmk.fhat:amde
by Roman Kent and others is that if
someone steals my wallet amd they alse
lunme.thattogaandasktbrmem
ey back that they g
denigrsteﬂt.hmdeathatﬂw
says Levin, “I would suggest ths.t ﬂn
woansepamﬁeandd:sunct.thanhe
legacy of the Holocaust is mot maney,
it's the death of 11 million people — six
- million Jews, of which one-and-a-half
mﬂ]mnwaerahc}uldru.Butthem
“alsois adebzowed and:taughtwbe
pgf to eurvivors.” -

t a recent meeting in
a slave-labor case Lcmn hu t
againgt German ind

Kent became }um the discus-
sion focused mﬂﬁz{ew clom of the

- matter.

mmmms’mm mmy, igan.

Td WOLT:TT BBBZ 18

¥the Holo-

Lawyers And The Holocaust'

ymhaveafedemljud

. there’s a slidi

E- L L W 0 .H L

G E L-E.R NT E R

) Atterneys handling cases dealing with .
memmm}ﬁwhw, the compensanon for-survivors are at the same time
battling criticism over taking money for their efforis

issna which he refarred to as moral clo-
sure. Iz:sﬁmreﬂ:a.udepart&mMr

nature.
Wﬁqémgemayhewﬁrthe

Kﬂﬁ;ﬁlﬂn in my. view,
“thalheu fm‘mmmhém hwemgmgmthesm

wt!l never and ¢an never amount to

moral closure. Thers will never be mor,

al clogure for the Holocaust, bacausa
how can there be?™

_,\_Ahmham_, TE aasoa.a:adeanm’
Ty T o 3 8

.'was invalved-in the Swigs banks case,
says lawyers who can work for free
would be the idee] situation, butnnul-
ways a realistic one

“Not every lawya-rwho has a good

. idea or whoean repregent his d.lentﬂm'

a way can afford to go pro bono,”
(‘.‘-;'.;Sr o “But there :salanrmdonh

says,
‘that ourmual lawsguit in the Swiss

as enhanced from a moral point
ofvmw hywh)eoiﬂlefnﬂthatmn

uf hours pro bono.
On ﬂm otherhand it's not asin tobe
ated.”
, Cooper
presence of the lawyers that has
achieved

resulfs.

“Whatever vi there have been
and will be in {erms of slave labor is
‘an Am victory based on Ameri-
can law, as well as

genius and the brilliance that a lot of
panpleputmm::mcobbleth:amuﬁ:
Tha only reason the Swiss were at tha
tahle, the only reason these guys fin the
other eases] are quaking is becanse
lawyers came in and thinga moved
forward.

but there’s no question [that] without

[lawyers getting involved in] these is- -

gues, thare wouldn't be a lot to be talk-
ing about mthnymlm " Neverthe-

less, Cooper says that a certain uwnre—
ness by the lawyers should be hrough
Eobe:ryontheissu&‘h tseoﬁis

ung

per says, n‘.’nhevu'y‘

e motivation, the

- ghould be paid
“I’mnntgwmgthemallthemd:t 3

want to
ﬁmtmnam wx
work. On cheothe:rha.nd,wheadeal-
ing with this issue, and with the sur-

N alts who lives an.
Swums In a ity,” peT says, “s9
thag the figures may seem completely
outrageous (0 the average guy in the
srreet like ua| hutnntmtheAmenm
standard civil litigation
in &
usnally MWﬂneMufmmyr&
covered, The Swiss case, aver, was
filed under separate rules
civil-rights cases, and in those cases
Sceon atd Tk penr v frva
percent.
Lewin says that, of the 1.8 pereent
in legal fees that are being sought, “if
ﬁjﬂ#ﬂwlﬂﬂmtof:hatwhm
was requegted, it would be to my knowl-
edge the lowest percentage of fees ever
histery of American litigation ®
Iavm:smwlwdmafewmgomgm-
es, meluding ones against German in-
mw&wmﬁrm
ical experimentation; slave-labor cas-
el kgl i
B, ers;
Gmanbanksaxﬂﬁe&':h?mm
irks him is the misdirected eriticism
ﬂiatmmesﬁmsumedlha-lemshor-

ganizations, -
“I‘muﬁx;dthatthehstmundhiﬁe

because l.hey
were Jews, It was an a.nn:llaq
that they were robbed

Equally vocal has been Elan Stein-
berg executive director of the Woﬂd

y "Ituonrpnmum thatlawyersshaﬂd

el
ko out
which intended
for Hnbmmmvm?mbeneﬁt.'

" Levin dismisses such criticigm, say-

comammity, uwouﬁbemhmwmgﬁseasyfﬁ-orsanrmm to piek

vivor
mora sensiﬁvityﬁumcarimnlam
to the vietims,”

Levin says none of the hundreds of
individusl survivors he has spoken with
has ever vuiced any eriticism against

* lawyers taking a fee, and that it only
institotional

comes from

Onaofhis clients is Eva Kor, a Holocaust

survivor who has ﬁladm maadleal clagg-action

guit againat Bayer ical experi-
conducted in- Auschwitz.

ments
. “I am eterpally grateful to any law-

. 'yerwho is willing to wark a5 hard as

Irwin and the other attceneys sre work-
mgwmybehalfandhehalfnfﬂaewh-
er survivors,” Kor said from her home
in Terre Haute, Indiana “We could nev-

er afford tohire somebody emd pay them -
cannot

— I arn very aware that peopls
work without getting paid. The fact that

'tlmyamgnmgtnmabesm

MOnEY,
that is OK, that is the way
the wharld is treating

donntknawwmmmm
nre,hntl’msmnt'smm ‘than a cou-
ple of thousand dollars. These lawyars

_mpchngunpwu.hmtevenhaw

ing when lhﬂjlshlrtnﬁmtlfﬂuywmﬂ

eve:rgetpald
“Those who concede that lawyers
helmed by the

amount toased about The 10 law-
yeminvmmthemasehave

'apaednnlwmuﬁtmﬂlﬂ 18 per-

eant, which would still mean over $20

 million in legal fees. But while that

" ali insurance com

instead of directing their
atzentwn atthegml.arthebmtofore

opportunities.
' “The WJC has many accomplish-
ments under its balt, hut ane of the ac-

Germans or-from others, for slave la-
ber, for the banking cases, for all the
maney that we have now gotten ” says
Levin, his voice rising. “We worked hand-

the Swiss banlks with

had 50 years to try and get that mon-
ey before we filed the lawsnits, and they
muld.n‘tdo it. Remember, the Swiss
swwe they would never pay more
than $600 million, and they ended up
paying $1.25 hillion "

Thereis, however, one particular Jew-
mhhwyerwhnhasbeenmg{ymm
cized, not because he is taldng money
Fom Holocaust survivers for arguing
their case, but because he is arguing
aganst their case

Kmthﬂmlkmisaweﬂ-humat-
hm-mywhmsmpruen theGener-

Hons now taking
faumofJemsh

State of' [s:ael.advoca\mgfor\‘.hc low-
mmttlunmsmmmmpams

_ahould pay survivors.

Bialldn isn’t just mJemahmd ‘I:ﬁwer'
he has been a prominent influen-
t::\l ::gamzahonnl leader for decades,

. - including stints as head of the Anti-

Wod 4
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| would be adding insult to
| he know both: He's a.top. .

ot

J:| of his law. firm, MaIberg
I-andLerachLLP

’ winning .
1. $1.25 bilhon from Cred:.t

Goha,ths. tremb!e ﬁh;m

C R
cd WYBT:

- | lic Interest Foundation at- ™~ *As =% * young .-lawyer,
| “New . York -University straight out of NYULaw;- .°
iLaw’ School. It provides Weiss p1oneer the um- -
- | “funds. for graduates. to- charted” t,errmn of, c]ass
_:,L- belp pay back their. stu= actlon law 3

By CYNTHLA R. FAGEN

K anyone told Me};vyn
Weiss it was. time to
slow down"aftér- a life-
time of good. deéds: be-
cause ‘he’s turning 68, it

| injury — and boy, does':

:class-acnon lawyer.”. .7k
* Weiss, who hails* “from’ -
The Bronzx,.loves: to ﬁght
_ for-the underdog:...
N “I’m]ns!a—t:tty‘bay‘, he =
| “said tnodesgly, sitting in -
-the Midtown office suite

Weiss ‘Bersbad* 'Hynes )

Whether he's ‘werkitg.
pro--bono and

“for Holocaust survxvors, i
or suing. “Wall .Street "
'banlﬁ forbxt]mnafopma-. ]

ating’ ;the - markets, ;
. Weiss -mikes corpora:e 3 JU 1:;

. Along with his wife, he it 3
{has .created.-the Melvyn . for; l:akl.ng lomer-mco' )

! and Barbara.Weiss. Pub- " pﬁ’ﬂhcmtérest-pbg, i
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